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Chapter 1

1. Laws generally reflect and promote a society’s values. Is everything that is immoral

illegal? No.

2. What are two things we expect our legal system to achieve?

Protect basic human rights, promote fairness, help resolve conflicts, promote

order and stability, promote desirable social and economic behavior, represent the

will of the majority, and protect rights of minorities.

3. Laws must balance rights with responsibilities, the will of the majority with the rights

of the minority, and the need for order with the need for basic human rights.

4. Laws can be based on moral, economic, political, or social values.

5. Human rights are the rights that all people have simply because they are human

beings.

6. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a statement of basic human

rights and standards for government that has been agreed to by almost every country in

the world.

7. The UDHR was first written and adopted by the United Nations (UN) in 1948 under the

leadership of who?

Eleanor Roosevelt

8. Is the UDHR a binding treaty? No

9. A reservation is a legal way of making a provision less enforceable than it might be

otherwise.

10. Laws fall into two major groups: Civil and Criminal.

11. Criminal offenses are divided into felonies and misdemeanors.

12. Civil laws regulate relations between individuals or groups of individuals.

13. What is the level of proof required to convict a person of a crime in a CRIMINAL case?

Beyond a Reasonable Doubt



14. What is the standard of proof used in a CIVIL case?

Preponderance of the Evidence

15. The principle of limited government is a fundamental notion in our Constitution.

16. What are the three branches of government?

Executive, legislative, and judicial

17. What is federalism?

Division of powers between the states and the federal government

Chapter 2

18. Written laws enacted by legislatures are known as statutes.

19. What are the two houses of Congress?

Senate and House of Representatives

20. Local governments pass laws known as what that only apply to a county, city, or town?

Ordinances

21. The supremacy clause is the provision in Article VI of the Constitution stating that U.S.

laws and treaties must be followed even if state and local laws disagree with the

Constitution and these treaties.

22. What is a proposed law being considered by a legislature? Bill

23. The legal process in which one country or state asks another to surrender a suspected or

convicted criminal is called extradition.

Chapters 3 & 4

24. Lobbying is influencing or persuading legislators to take action to introduce a bill or

vote a certain way on a proposed law.

25. People who work to convince a lawmaker to vote for or against a particular issue by

participating in rallies or letter writing campaigns are called grassroots lobbyists.

26. What are the three situations that people can vote on an issue directly?



a. Initiative

b. Referendum

c. Recall

27. What are the three methods of solving disputes?

a. Negotiation

b. Arbitration

c. Mediation

Chapter 5

28. In a CIVIL case, who are the 2 parties? Plaintiff and Defendant.

29. In a CRIMINAL case, who are the 2 parties? Prosecutor and Defendant.

30. What is the trial system in the United States called?

Adversarial System

31. What are the two court systems called?

State and Federal

32. What is the highest court in the United States?

Supreme Court

Chapter 6

33. What is a down payment that is paid to an attorney when a client hires an attorney to

represent them?

Retainer

34. What type of fee is it when a fee is paid to an attorney based on a percentage of the sum

the client is awarded or settles for in a lawsuit?

Contingency Fee

35. What is it called when an attorney’s license to practice law is taken away because of

illegal or unethical conduct?

Disbar
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Chapter 8 (Introduction to Criminal Law)

1. An accomplice is someone who helps the principal commit a crime.

2. A person who orders a crime or helps the principal commit the crime but who is not

present during the crime is known as an accessory before the fact.

3. What are the three preliminary crimes? Solicitation, Attempt, Conspiracy

Chapter 9 (Crimes Against the Person)

4. First-degree murder is usually defined as the act of killing that is premeditated,

deliberate, and done with malice.

5. Felony murder is any killing that takes place during the commission of certain

felonies.

6. Second-degree murder is done with malice but without premeditation or deliberation.

7. Voluntary manslaughter is killing that would otherwise be seen as murder but occurs

after the victim has done something to the killer that would cause a reasonable person to

lose self-control or act rashly.

8. Involuntary manslaughter is a killing in which there is no intent to kill at all.

9. Negligent homicide is causing death through criminal negligence.

Chapter 11 (Defenses)

10. The defendant may present evidence to show that (1) no criminal act was committed

or (2) no criminal intent was involved.

11. What are the six defenses for someone who is not criminally responsible? Infancy,

intoxication, insanity, entrapment, duress, and necessity

Chapter 12 (Investigative Phase)

12. What are the two ways in which a person can be taken into custody? With an arrest

warrant issued by a judge or without a warrant if there is probable cause

13. Is there a formula to determine probable cause? No

14. What Amendment gives citizens the right to privacy? Fourth



15. What are the rights you are supposed to be read when you are arrested? Miranda

Rights

Chapter 13 (Proceedings Before Trial)

16. Can a defendant plea bargain in criminal trials? No.

Chapter 14 (The Trial)

17. Where are jury panels assembled from? Voter registration, tax lists, or drivers’

license rolls

18. The right to a jury trial in criminal cases is guaranteed by the Sixth Amendment to the

U.S. Constitution.

19. What are a defendant’s 5 rights when it comes to a trial? Right to trial by Jury, Right

to a speedy and public trial, Right to compulsory process for obtaining

witnesses, Freedom from self-incrimination, and Right to an attorney.

Chapter 15 (Sentencing and Corrections)

20. What are the 8 sentencing options? A suspended sentence; Being released on

probation; Home confinement; Paying a fine; Paying restitution; Work

release; Serving a jail sentence; Death penalty

21. What program was created by the U.S. Department of Justice and other federal agencies

that was designed to reduce serious crime committed by ex-offenders? Reentry

Chapter 16 (Juvenile Justice)

22. What are the three approaches taken to try juveniles in adult court? Juvenile Waiver,

Statutory Exclusion, and Direct File.
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Chapter 17 (Torts: A Civil Wrong)

1. Tort law deals with basic questions such as (1) who should be liable for harm

caused by human activities, and (2) how much should the responsible person

have to pay.

2. Tort law also establishes standards of care that society expects from people

3. Tort law is generally based on common law.

4. What type of law is tort law? Civil Law.

5. Can an act be both a tort and a crime? Yes.

6. Typically, how would one sue a child? By suing their parents.

7. What is the system that operates to automatically compensate employees who are

injured on the job? Worker’s Compensation.

Chapter 18 (Intentional Torts)

8. What are the three types of damages? Compensatory, nominal, and punitive.

9. What are the five types of torts that harm people? Battery, Assault, Infliction of

Emotional Distress, False Imprisonment, and Torts Related to Defamation.

10. What are the two types of property? Real and personal.

11. What are the four defenses of intentional torts? Consent, Privilege, Self-Defense,

and Defense of Property.

12. Which is related to WRITTEN defamation, libel or slander? Libel

Chapter 19 (Negligence)

13. What are the four elements of negligence? Duty, Breach of Duty, Causation,

Damages.

14. What are the two separate issues of causation? Cause in Fact and Proximate Cause.

15. What are the three defenses to negligence suits? Contributory Negligence,

Comparative Negligence, and Assumption of Risk.

16. What four types of economic harm can damages be recovered for? Hospital bills, lost



wages, damage to property, and reduced future earnings.

17. What three types of noneconomic harm can damages be recovered for? Pain and

suffering, emotional distress, and permanent physical loss.

Chapter 20 (Strict Liability)

18. What type of activities is strict liability applied to? Dangerous activities.

19. True or false, toxic torts has been recently introduced in court to address harm resulting

from the use of toxic chemicals and other hazardous materials. True

20. True or false, the law has traditionally held owners strictly liable for any harm caused by

their untamed animals. True

21. What year was the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) founded? 1972

22. What must you prove in a strict liability case? Causation and Damages

Chapter 21 (Torts and Public Policy)

23. What is the movement that focuses on changing the process of settling tort claims? Tort

Reform

24. What is a deadline for filing a lawsuit that requires a tort claim be filed within either two

or three years of when the injury was suffered? Statute of Limitations

25. What are cases without merit, sometimes filed in an effort to force the defendant to offer

a cash settlement rather than going to the expense of defending the lawsuit? Frivolous

Lawsuits


